
Uneven-Aged Management 
Plot To Be Added to the 
Heritage Forest 
Demonstration 

The Heritage Forest 
Demonstration is a 
collaboration between 
the Friends and the Sister 
Ranger District. The 
original project showed 
what a variety of 
restoration treatments 
would look like. These 
treatments were 
completed from 
2001-2003, before the B 
& B Fire and before any 
restoration projects were 
implemented in the 
Metolius Basin. At that 
time, concerns about the 
risk of catastrophic 
wildfire and declining 
forest health were 
growing. The Heritage 
Forest Demonstration was 
conceived as a way to show residents 
and visitors to the basin what forest 
restoration might look like. 

Public interest in the Demo plots may 
have ebbed somewhat as forest 
restoration becomes the norm in the 
Metolius Basin. However, the plots 
continue to be visited by students and 
Foresters from around the world. The 
Friends board has asked what the future 
of the Demo plots should be. Students 
and professors from Oregon State 

University and Central Oregon 
Community College were asked how 
the plots should be updated. 

Oregon State University Professor John 
Bailey proposed adding an Uneven-
Aged Management plot to the Demo. In 
addition to improving the health of 
existing stands, uneven-aged 
management includes regeneration as a 
goal. After some fits and starts, the 
uneven-aged management plot is on 
track to becoming a reality. The plot is 
located between existing plot 4, the 
Burn Only plot, and plot 7, the Turn of 
the Century plot, along the east side of 
the 1420 road. 

The Uneven-Aged Management plot 
includes the following considerations: 

• All sizes of trees will be retained. 
•Many trees will need to be 
removed to provide open 
enough conditions for 
successful regeneration of 
larch and pine. 
•No trees larger than 16 
inches in diameter at breast 
height will be removed. 
•Following tree removal, the 
unit will be combined with 
plot 4 and broadcast burned. 
•Tree removal will take place 
within the next three years. 
•Every 25 years or so, the 
plot should be re-entered 
and opened up again to 
maintain forest health and 
provide for additional 
regeneration.  

Other updates to the Demo 
plots include: 

• Re-burn Plot 1A, the larch restoration 
unit, to expose enough bare mineral 
soil for larch regeneration. Then 
prune mistletoe from existing larch. 
This plot has failed to establish 
successful larch regeneration or 
improve the health of existing larch, 
so additional treatments are needed. 
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Uneven-Aged Management site near Allingham Road
Trees marked in blue to be cut.
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• Re-burn all existing Demo plots along 
with adjacent restoration units when 
they come on line for burning except 
plots 3, 8, 10, and 11. 

• Retain untreated control units 10 and 
11 as a reminder of what the 
unrestored condition looks like.  

Friends is very excited to keep the 
project moving forward.  Keep an eye 
on the work as it moves forward. 

Water Quality Study 
Finalized 

Friends has been actively sampling 
surface waters from the Metolius and 
several tributaries for nearly 20 years.  
Several years ago we embarked on a 
long-term, multi-year project to compile 
all historical data, combine it with data 
collected from other sources (US Forest 
Service, Oregon Department of 
Environmental Quality, Confederated 

Tribes of Warm Springs, Portland 
General Electric, and others), have the 
combined data reviewed for quality 
control and enter all of the data into a 
single database.   

Late in 2014 we hired Geosyntec 
Consultants (www.geosyntec.com) to 
perform the analysis of the collected 
data from the Metolius.  Geosyntec 
broke the analysis into three separate 
tasks: (a) evaluation of the database 
Friends created identifying the number 
of sample locations, the number of 
water quality constituents per sampling 
location, the number of samples per 
constituent, and running quality control 
tests on suspect data; (b) statistical 
analysis of the data and interpretation 
of the results; and (c) compilation of the 
results of the analysis into a full written 
report, supporting documentation and 
analysis, and a presentation of the study 
at a water quality conference. 

We are pleased to report that all three 
tasks are complete and the project 
culminated in a water quality 

conference held on March 12, 2015 at 
the Camp Sherman Community Hall.  
The conference was well-attended with 
representatives from the US Forest 
Service, Oregon Department of Fish 
and Wildlife, Oregon Department of 
Environmental Quality, Portland 
General Electric, and representatives 
from several private groups including 
Trout Unlimited and Central Oregon 
Landwatch.  The presentation by 
consulting engineers from Geosyntec 
was well-received.  The report including 
all of the supporting documentation 
and analysis are available on the 
Friends website at  
www.metoliusfriends.org/
activities.html.  The report is highly 
technical and statistically rich.  If you 
are interested in a short-form 
presentation of the study,  
please attend our annual meeting after 
the pancake breakfast on May 24. 
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Metolius Basin - Surface Water Testing
1995-2014

Interactive map at:  www.metoliusfriends.org/MetoliusMap/MetoliusSWTest.html
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Memorial Day Pancake 
Breakfast 

Friends will once again sponsor the 
annual Memorial Day Weekend 
pancake breakfast on Sunday, May 24.  
The annual breakfast is a Camp 
Sherman tradition and is one of our 
most enjoyable fundraisers and as 
always, we expect a steady stream of 
hungry folks to file down the serving 
line all morning long to get their fill of 
blueberry pancakes, eggs, ham, coffee 
and orange juice. 

These breakfasts are an important and 
anticipated part of our community and 
they are attended by both residents and 
visitors alike.  The mornings are still 
chilly in May and campers really enjoy 
the breakfasts in the warmth of the hall 
rather than the chill of their campsites.  
In addition to most of the Friends board 
flipping pancakes and eggs, spouses 
and numerous community members 
join together to work all morning 
cooking and serving, making the event 
the success it always is.   

If you feel an urge to help out yourself, 
just let us know.  There are always jobs 
to do! 

President’s Corner 

As I look back at prior spring-time 
editions of the “President’s Column” I 
see that speculation about weather 
often takes a front seat in terms of 
important upcoming summer events in 
the Metolius Basin.  And why not?  
Winter weather has always had a direct 
and immediate impact on the summer 
ecology of the area and especially the 
risk and severity of wildfires.  The 
2014/2015 winter has been called the 
“winter that wasn’t.”  Cross country 
skiers in Camp Sherman had little to do 
this past winter, and Hoodoo suffered 
through the second year in a row with 
just a few open days.  The snow pack in 
the Cascades is at historically low 
levels, spring rains have been few and 
far-between, and most predictions 
indicate that we’re going to have a dry 
summer.  Fire is a natural and necessary 
component of the ecology in the 
Metolius Basin, but in this coming 

season we all hope that the extreme 
lack of winter snowfall does not allow it 
to become a major destructive event. 

The Friends board of directors has been 
busy this winter and the summer looks 
to be busy, too.  We spotlight in this 
newsletter several of the projects that 
we are working on, including the 
conclusion of our multi-year water 
quality analysis project, ongoing 
noxious weed eradication, the much-
anticipated work on the Heritage Demo 
project at 4 corners and our annual 
interpretive walks scheduled for the 
summer.  If you have questions about 
any of these projects or have 
suggestions or concerns about other 
things going on in the basin, please 
drop us a line at 
clearwater@metoliusfriends.org. 

This year’s annual meeting has been 
scheduled for May 24, 2015 at 12:30 
p.m. at the Camp Sherman Community 
Hall right after the close of the 
Memorial Day pancake breakfast.  
Notice of the annual meeting is in this 
issue of the newsletter.  If you are in the 
area we encourage you to drop by to 
introduce yourself.  The meeting will 
include a condensed presentation of the 
recently-completed water quality study.  
If you are interested in the water quality 
of the Metolius, please stop by. 

Members of the Friends board of 
directors often meet with other agencies 
and organizations that share our 
common vision of preserving the basin.  
In contrast to other groups, though, 
Friends is an all-volunteer organization.  
We have both a board of directors who 
continue to amaze with their dedication 
and energy and a ready supply of 
enthusiastic members who enjoy 
working on our projects  Members’ 
donations are spent entirely on projects 
that enhance our group’s mission: 
protection of the Metolius.  Please don’t 
get tired of my oft-repeated personal 
thanks for your support and for the 
passion you have for this special part of 
Oregon. 

2015 Annual Meeting 

Friends’ annual meeting will be held 
this year on May 24 at about 12:30 
p.m. at the Camp Sherman Community 
Hall, immediately following the clean 
up of the pancake breakfast.  We 
encourage all members to attend, ask 
questions about what projects we’re 
working on, and if we don’t know you 
already, introduce yourself. 

In addition to the usual business 
meeting, we will be presenting a 
community-focused version of the 
Metolius water quality study that 
Friends completed earlier this year.  The 
study is rich with detail and gives us a 
baseline measure of the quality of water 
in the basin.  It should be very 
informative. 

Friends of the Metolius 
P.O. Box 101 

Camp Sherman, Oregon 97730 

NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING 
OF MEMBERS 

To Be Held on Sunday, May 24, 2015 
at 12:30 PM 

To the Members of Friends of the 
Metolius: 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
2015 Annual Meeting of Members 
of Friends of the Metolius, an 
Oregon non-profit corporation, will 
be held at the Camp Sherman 
Community Hall on Tuesday, May 
24, 2015, at 12:30 PM for the 
following purposes:   

1. To elect three directors to 
serve until the 2018 Annual 
Meeting of Members; 

2. To consider and act upon 
any other matter which may 
properly come before the 
meeting or any adjournment 
thereof. 

The Board of Directors has fixed the 
close of business on May 1, 2015,  
                   … continued on page 4 
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… continued from page 3 

as the record date for determining  
Members entitled to notice of and to 
vote at the meeting or any 
adjournment thereof.   

Only members at the close of 
business on the record date will be 
entitled to notice of and to vote at 
the meeting and any adjournment 
thereof.  

All members are cordially invited to 
attend the Annual Meeting. 

By Order of the Board of Directors, 

Phillip Blatt, Secretary 
Friends of the Metolius 
Camp Sherman, Oregon 

ODFW plans new youth 
fishing pond on Spring 
Creek property 

The Oregon Department of Fish and 
Wildlife (ODFW) has announced plans 
to open a small fishing pond on the 15-
acre property it owns on Spring Creek 
(the old fish hatchery).  The current 
proposal is to establish a 1-acre pond 
stocked with trout and to open it to 
fishing for anglers 17 years of age and 
younger.  In addition, the pond may be 
used for smolt acclimation and for egg 
hatch boxes as part of the current effort 
to re-introduce Chinook salmon in the 
Metolius. 

ODFW presented its plans to the Camp 
Sherman community at a meeting on 
March 17.  The agency is identifying the 
costs associated with its plan and will 
be applying for grant funding.  Friends 
is working with ODFW on certain 
aspects of the plan. 

International Seminar on 
Forest Landscape 
Restoration 

On May 1 nineteen professional forestry 
related visitors came to the Metolius to 
learn about what the Forest Service, 
Friends, and other partners do to 

protect and restore the basin.  They 
were from sixteen countries including 
Malawi, Brazil, Honduras, India, 
Palestine, Israel and China. 
Their fourteen day study tour of Oregon 
was organized by the Forest Service, the 
International Union for the 
Conservation of Nature and The World 
Resources Institute. 

Pete Schay, Friends board member, 
addressed the group at the Camp 
Sherman store. The concept of  grass 
root Friends organizations was 
discussed along with examples of how 
these can make a difference.  Pete 
reviewed Friends’ history, how we got 
started in 1990 in opposition to Forest 
Service timber harvesting, other battles 
we won, and how now we enjoy a 
rewarding, positive partnership with the 
Forest Service and others.  The visitors 
were enthusiastic and questioned Pete 
and Forest Service representatives 
regarding how we accomplish forest 
restoration. They were very impressed 
with the beauty and the natural 
condition of the area.  They toured the 
Fish Overlook, the Head of the Metolius 
and the fish hatchery. The group’s visit 
to the Metolius was followed by a 
similar visit to the John Day area. 

Metolius Trails 

This summer marks the fourth year of 
Friends Adopt-a-Trail program in the 
basin.  Approximately thirty volunteers 
have adopted sections of the Metolius 
River, Lake Creek, and Lower Black 
Butte Trails and will be out clearing 
brush and small logs, collecting 
garbage, clearing drainage dips, and 
providing feedback to the Forest Service 
on any significant problems that require 
their attention. 

Volunteers are not just locals.  The 
group includes members from other 
parts of the state and from Washington 
state who visit regularly and spend a 
couple of hours two to three times a 
year working on “their” trials.   

As you are out walking area trails this 
summer and pass volunteers making 
their rounds, please stop for a moment 
and acknowledge the work being done  

and how much you appreciate it.  A pat 
on the back is always welcome.

Friends is also currently working with 
the Forest Service to spruce up the trail 
signage along the Camp Sherman 
Community Trail that runs from the 
Camp Sherman Store  to the Metolius-
Windigo Trail at Potlatch Lane.  
Volunteers will be putting together and 
installing sign posts like those along the 
Suttle Lake and Lower Black Butte Trails 
later this summer. 

Interpretive Walks 

Friends will continue its popular 
Interpretive Walks series this summer.  
As we go to press with this edition of 
the newsletter, the schedule for the 
walks has not been finalized.  Walks 
will held Saturday mornings throughout 
the summer and be approximately two 
hours each beginning on the Fourth of 
July and  continuing through Labor Day.   
A full schedule of walks and details for 
each will be posted on the Friends’ 
website, at the Camp Sherman Store in 
area campgrounds, and will also be 
listed in the Events section of the Sisters 
Nugget. 

We are putting together a great group of 
leaders for the walks this year including 
many who have been part of the 
program n years past.   Longtime part 
time resident Scott Blau will talk about 
history, fish and critters between the 
Camp Sherman and the Allingham 
Bridges.  Darek Staab, of Trout 
Unlimited, will be returning to share his 
passion for the river and talk about the 
work his group has been doing to repair 
the riparian areas along the Metolius.  

We hope that you can make plans to 
join one or more of these relaxing, 
family oriented outings to add to your 
knowledge of the area or to entertain 
visitors.  Please remember to bring 
some water, leave the dog at home, and 
understand that strollers don’t do very 
well on the river trails. 

Stay tuned for details. 
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Friends of the Metolius

.   
Friends of the Metolius continues to work hard to carry out our mission of protecting the Metolius Basin.  We are an all-

volunteer organization that has a very active board of directors, each of whom enjoys spearheading a variety of projects.  Your 
membership dues are always used thoughtfully on projects that directly impact the basin. We need your continued financial support 
through renewed memberships and donations to carry on.  We are sending this reminder to you and asking for your support by 
renewing your membership. 

Here are a few of the projects on which we are currently working that your membership dues support: 

• Water quality monitoring and adding to our water quality database with data derived from monthly sampling and analysis; 
• Monitoring land use regulations and potential development that would degrade the quality of the Metolius Basin; 
• Ongoing noxious weed abatement; 
• Working on a major project to update the Heritage Demonstration Project at 4-corners in Camp Sherman; 
• Ongoing interpretive hikes during the summer months; 
• Working with the Forest Service on trail signage that is consistent with the overall sign plan for the basin. 

Your membership entitles you to our newsletters and information and alerts sent by email that will update you on current issues.  
And you become a member of the Friends community. 

If you are not certain whether you have renewed,  
email clearwater@metoliusfriends.org and we will be happy to let you know. 

Thanks for Your Continued Support!  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FRIENDS OF THE METOLIUS
PO Box 101

Camp Sherman, OR 97730

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION--RENEWAL
May 1, 2014-April 30, 2015

Name ___________________________________                                                

Address ___________________________________                                            

City, State, ZIP  ___________________________________                                

E-mail address  ___________________________________                                

Membership Category: (Please circle your level of contribution)

   Penstemon.............$25                                                         
Kokanee.................$50                                                        

   Ponderosa.............$100                                                      
   Cougar....................$500                                                     
   Mt. Jefferson..........$1,000                                                         

Metolius River.......$5,000                                                           
                                                                             

Our communication with members is primarily electronic.  
____ Please check if you would like to receive the Friends newsletter by US 

mail.
Make checks payable to "Friends of the Metolius"

Membership donations may also be made online at:
www.metoliusfriends.org/howyoucanhelp.html

http://www.metoliusfriends.org/howyoucanhelp.html
mailto:clearwater@metoliusfriends.org?subject=
http://www.metoliusfriends.org/howyoucanhelp.html


Friends Goals and Activities   

Friends of the Metolius is a nonprofit conservation organization that serves to protect a legacy of Oregon's heritage, the 
Metolius Basin, with its unique qualities of water, forest and wildlife, its diversity, and its spiritual values, for future 
generations.

To achieve this mission Friends of the Metolius undertakes educational and advisory activities, including the following:

• Monitors and advises the US Forest Service management activities on the Deschutes National Forest lands within the 
Metolius Basin

• Monitors and participates in Jefferson County land use planning for the private lands within the Metolius Basin
• Conducts interpretive activities to encourage gentle and respectful human use of the land
• Promotes an informed, positive response to land use issues from its members and from the public

Friends is a membership based organization that relies on your generosity to continue its work to protect the basin. There are 
many challenges to protecting the Metolius River Basin for this and future generations of Oregonians – residents and visitors 
alike – and success depends on your help.  For more information, or to join Friends, go to our website at 
www.metoliusfriends.org/howyoucanhelp.html 

Support Friends of the Metolius – Become a Member, or Send This Newsletter to a Friend Who Might Want to Join
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Friends of the Metolius 
PO Box 101 
Camp Sherman, OR 97730
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